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other documents which had hitherto been private were
misleading and alarmist, proved to be correct in every
detail. Pitt himself must have been a good deal shaken by
all these false alarms, for he solemnly declared that there
was more reason in the conspiracies of 1794 ^or suspending
the Habeas Corpus Act than there had been in the rebellion
of 1715, and the invasion of I745-1 Fox showed that if the
Government were right in arguing that the country was
united in love and attachment to the constitution, what
they were doing was " to suspend one of the grandest prin-
ciples of the constitution of England, until there should be
found no man within the kingdom tinctured with discontent,
or who cherished the desire of reform." The convention to
which the alarmists referred with a haggard terror was
merely a meeting of delegates, and it might be established
for good or for bad purposes. At the worst such a con-
vention was no cause for alarm. " If they meant by their
intended convention to overawe the country at a moment
of such unprecedented strength as the Government now
possessed, he would say that they were fit for Bedlam, and
Bedlam only. So perfectly and entirely was it possible for
magistrates, in every part of the kingdom, to execute the
laws, that he would venture to say, that if any man or men,
at such a convention, committed any illegal act, he or they
might be sent to prison, and tried for the offence as securely
as if no convention existed." The truth is that discipline
was never easier to maintain than it was during those years,
and if there is any justification for coercion, it can surely
only be the impossibility or the difficulty of securing
obedience to the law. The meetings of the popular
societies were most orderly, in spite of the efforts of Govern-
ment spies to foment violence, and the only disturbances"
were created by Mr. Reeves1 counter-organisation. It was
probably partly due to the fact that Fox had taken more
part in public meetings than any statesman of his rank, that
he was much less apt than Pitt to class all the democratic
1 Parliamentary History-, 31. 570.